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Important Dates

School Colour Run
Friday 15 September

Westies Cup (Year
5/6 Boys)
Tuesday 19 September

Year 4 Camp
Wednesday 20 September

Year 6 Breakfast
Book Club Meeting
Wednesday 20 September

School Advisory
Board Meeting
6.30pm
Wednesday 20 September

Year 4 Camp
Thursday 21 September

SACPSSA Cricket
Carnival Years 5/6
Thursday 21 September

Year 4 Camp
Friday 22 September

Catholic Schools
Music Festival
Performance Night
Thursday 28 September

Last Day of Term -
3pm Finish
Friday 29 September

First Day of Term 4
Monday 16 October

From the Leadership Team
Dear Families

Maths and Mindset 

Mind over matter. We hear this phrase quite often, however when it comes to learning Mathematics, an individual’s mindset really does

matter. It is not uncommon for students and adults to make comments such as “I’m not good at Maths“I was never good at Maths” or “I
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hate Maths”.  

Despite this, there is little evidence to suggest there is such thing as a ‘Maths Person’. Studies show that everyone is born with a

capacity to learn Maths. Rather than being born with a ‘math brain’ scientists believe there is a direct relationship between an

individual’s experiences and beliefs to their achievement and performance.  Providing positive experiences to engage in Mathematics

learning and fostering the belief that everyone can learn Maths, is key to unlocking a child’s potential.  

Jo Boaler, a professor of Mathematics Learning at Stanford University and highly regarded figure in Mathematics education, provides

some suggestions in supporting students learning in Mathematics. Some key points are: 

1. Everyone can learn Maths to a high standard. Believing in yourself, it seemingly changes how your brain operates and what you

learn. With a growth mindset, a belief they are capable of achieving good results, students are capable of learning Math concepts and

gaining high achievement. As such, it is important for adults to provide positive feedback and encouragement to reinforce a positive mind

set.  

2. Mistakes and struggle is valuable in learning Maths. People feel uncomfortable making mistakes – it is human nature. This can

lead to students unwilling to take risks, try new activities and sometimes giving up. However, it is important to recognise the time at which

you are struggling, is the best time for learning. Celebrating mistakes is essential as it is through a struggle deep learning takes place.  

3. Practice is important. The brain is like a muscle, the more we exercise and challenge it, the stronger it becomes. Evidence suggests

that as little as a few minutes of practice per day helps ‘grow’ your brain. The more you practice, the deeper the learning becomes. It is

true, some people may need to practice something more than the other. However, it is important to remember, everyone has the

capacity to learn Maths.  

4. Depth is better than speed. Being good at Maths does not mean being fast. While fluency can be helpful, thinking slowly enables

students to ask questions and see connections between ideas and concepts. Through deep thinking, deep and lasting learning takes

place. 

If you are interested in reading further about some hints and activities on how you can work with your child at home, Jo Boaler’s website,

You Cubed has a range of fun and engaging activities that can help you initiate Maths conversation and thinking at home. Use the

following link to her page – Youcubed at Home   https://www.youcubed.org/resource/youcubed-at-home/ 

Staffing News 

Paula Gill will be bring to a close her service to the St John the Baptist Catholic School community at the end of the 2023 school year.

Paula has been a teaching staff member at the school for the past 23 years! We thank Paula for her contribution to the life of the school

over this time and through next term we will ensure Paula receives a fitting farewell. 

In other staffing news, Nat Weber will bring to a close her teaching of Expressive Arts at the school at the conclusion of this year. Nat will

return to the classroom at St John the Baptist in a full time teaching capacity in 2024. Nat's involvement as the Expressive Arts teacher at

St John the Baptist has spanned the last 16 years (8 concerts!). In the coming weeks, the school will advertise a Performing Arts

Specialist teaching position to commence in January 2024. 

 Colour Run 

The annual Colour Fun Run will be held tomorrow, Friday 15th September. We look forward to a fun filled afternoon as a school

community. Information regarding the arrangements for the day have been sent home previously. A reminder that once all donations

have been collected, we ask that each family make one payment per child via the Qkr! App by Friday 29th September. The children will

then be entered into the appropriate draw for a chance to win a Rebel Sport voucher. Winners will be announced at the first assembly of

Term 4. 

Year 4 Camp 

Next week our students in Year 4, along with their teachers will head to Mylor for their annual camp. The students will engage in a range

of activities including raft making, team building skills and a low ropes course. It is sure to be a great experience. 

Swimming Week 

In Week 10 of this term, all students from Reception to Year 5 will be involved in the annual swimming week at Immanuel College.

Information regarding the week has been sent home and all forms are now due back to your child’s classroom teacher. We thank you for

your support. 

Hats 

With the UV Index now creeping up, it is time for the children to again consider wearing their hats during the play breaks. Officially this is

compulsory from the beginning of Term 4, but the children are encouraged and welcome to wear their hats for the remaining two weeks
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2024 Term 3 & 2025 Sibling Enrolments

Enrolments for siblings to start in 2025 are now urgently overdue.  

Please contact the front office on 8218 3300 or download a copy of the enrolment form here.

 

Catholic Identity
ReLAT Assessment

On Thursday, the Year 4 students participated in the ReLAT along with all other Year 4 students across South Australia in Catholic

Schools. This is an online multiple-choice test with thirty-five questions which cover content from the Religious Curriculum, Crossways

Redesigned. The school uses this tool to inform whole-of-school professional learning needs and the continuous improvement of

teaching in Religious Education.

Staff Reflection Day

This week on Monday 11  September, the staff at St John’s had a Reflection Day in Belair. Staff engaged in an opportunity to further

of Term 3. 

Best Wishes

The Leadership Team

th
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develop their knowledge on ecology and theology. We were thankful to have Julian Kluge, the Manager of the Catholic Identity Section at

Catholic Education SA who presented the first session on ecology and Laudato Si, the encyclical written by Pope Francis. Overall, it was

an enriching day for the staff to contemplate and appreciate the gift of our Common Home.

Scroll into Spring

As we feel the warmth of this lovely Spring season, we are encouraged to spring into action by supporting vulnerable and disadvantaged

communities. As a Catholic community, we will be focusing our contributions on the Catholic Charities appeal.

For a fundraising initiative, Jo Fitzgerald will be making her delicious savoury scrolls. We will have a selection of pizza $2.50, cheese $2

or cheese & vegemite $2, available to order for recess only. This will be given to your child at their allocated recess timeslot on

Thursday 28  September, Week 10. 

You can purchase these scrolls on the QKR app. Orders close on Wednesday 20  September at 23:59. Please note there will be no

late orders.

For each scroll purchased, 50c will be donated in support of Catholic Charities. Alternatively, if you would like to donate to Catholic

Charities, you can do this through the QKR app also.

We thank you kindly for your generosity. 

Amanda Razon

APRIM

Finance News
Statement of Accounts

A statement of accounts was sent home to all families.  Can you please ensure your current method of payment will see your account

paid in full by 24th November, unless previously arranged.  If you have changed your address, please advise the office as soon as

possible on info@stjohnpl.catholic.edu.au

Change of Circumstance

We ask those families whose circumstances may have changed or are experiencing difficulties to please contact Todd LaForgia or

myself at your earliest convenience via email: pmarks@stjohnpl.catholic.edu.au

School Fees for 2024

We are pleased to inform our school families that there will be no increase in school fees for the 2024 school year.

In addition to the fee-freeze, further fee remissions are available to any family who is struggling to pay school fees due to financial

difficulties. Families should contact Pam Marks, Finance Officer for more information.

School Card

Please follow the link below to apply for the 2023 School Card Scheme. Once we have received the eligibility report from School Card the

remission will be applied to your account.

The School Card scheme provides low-income families attending a non-government school with financial assistance for school fees

(materials and services charges). 

Eligibility 

School Card is available to: 

families with children aged four years and over who attend a school full-time 

independent full-time students studying year 10, 11 or 12 

adult re-entry students undertaking subjects to complete their SAC 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries regarding the above.

Pam Marks 

Bursar/Finance Officer 

th
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Meet our School Advisory Board Members

                                                 

Name Megan Kloeden

Favourite Colour Blue

Favourite Food Thai food

Hobbies & Interests Running, watching our kids play sport (all of it)
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Primary School you attended Kaniva Primary School

High School you attended Bordertown High School

3 Words to describe yourself Honest, Loyal, Positive

Best advice you have been given
Give it a go, don’t live with regrets.

My current favourite saying is “You can’t be what you can’t see!!”

Best thing about St John the Baptist Catholic School

The community of people that attend. It is a very inclusive

school. Some of our closest friends have been formed from

meeting the parents at St Johns.

I’m also very proud of the forward thinking way the school

operates – building, grounds, play space and leadership.

 

 

                                 

School Counsellor
Grief

Explaining grief to children in the aftermath of the loss of a loved one is really challenging. Not only are we dealing with our own feelings,

we have to then try to help our children navigate the changes that are happening and what the future might look like.

Grief isn't just about losing a loved one though, grief can be related to the loss of a friendship, a home, parent separation, moving

interstate or overseas, changing schools. Any situation that involves loss of some kind can cause grief. Grief is a normal part of life,

during times of loss, and it needs to be acknowledged and supported. 

A short story, written by Doris Stickney in the late 1970's uses Waterbugs and Dragonflies as a metaphor for explaining what happens

after death in a child friendly way. Elements of this story can also be used to assist children in understanding the concept of loss and big

changes in their life.

Waterbugs-and-Dragonflies-word-doc.pdf (rachels-eulogies.co.uk)

Sarah Byrnes

Centacare Counsellor
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Catholic School Music Festival

The amazing Catholic Schools Music Festival - "Where Dreams Begin" is on from September 26 to 29 at the Adelaide Festival

Centre!

 

Our students will perform on Thursday night, 28 September.

 

Tickets on sale now through Ticketek https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=CSMFEST23
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From the Sport Coordinator

Sport Carnivals

SACPSSA Touch Carnival  -  All Years 4 - 6  held Friday 8  September

The SACPSSA Touch Carnival was played in trying conditions. All teams played to the best of their abilities in howling winds, rain

and freezing cold conditions. A special thank you to all the adults who helped on the day.

 

The following carnivals / trials will occur this term –

Sports Day time trials - All Years 3 – 6  - Thursday 14th September

Westies Cup - Year 5 & 6 Boys - Tuesday 19  September

SACPSSA Cricket Carnival - All Year  5 & 6 - Thursday 21  September

 

Basketball

Basketball has finished for the season, well done to all.

Basketball tops:

If your child has nominated to play basketball in Term 4, please hang on to the top.

If your child is NOT playing basketball in Term 4, could you please return the cleaned top to school.

Soccer

Soccer has finished for the season, well done to all.

Soccer Tops

Could all school soccer tops please be washed and returned.

              

Netball

Netball has one more week for the season, well done to all.

 

th

th
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Thank You

A special thank you to all parents who have given up their time and volunteered to coach a team over the past season.  It is greatly

appreciated.

 

Term 4 Sports Registration

The Term 4 Registration form for School Sports Teams is now available.

We encourage children to take part in out of hours school sport.

You only need to register your child once! You can register for multiple sports if you wish.

As always, every team will require an adult coach / manager. You must have completed the appropriate Catholic Police Clearance and

Volunteer paperwork. This is available from the school Front Office.

Click here to access the Term 4 Registration form.

 

For the children who wish to continue on in their preferred sport (from Term 3) –  Basketball and Netball. You will need to register

again for Term 4.

Congratulations Kobe

Congratulations to Kobe Ryan, an old scholar of St John the Baptist Catholic School and sister to Amarli in Year 6 GR.

Kobe received 17 votes in the 2023 Magarey Medal count for the best and fairest in the SANFL playing for West Adelaide.

Well done Kobe!

 

Canteen News
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All orders for both recess and lunch are to be ordered via our Qkr! app.   

Canteen orders close each canteen day (Monday, Wednesday & Friday) at 9.00am.

Healthy Canteen (Tuesday & Thursday) orders close on Mondays at 12pm.

Canteen Roster

Term 3

Friday 15th September - Jo & Sarah Dennis

Monday 18th September - Julie

Tuesday 19th September - Jo

Wednesday 20th September - Julie & Neeta Saldanha

Thursday 21st September - Jo

Friday 22nd September - Jo & Belinda Steindorf

Monday 25th September - Julie

Tueday 26th September - Jo

Wednesday 27th September - Julie

Thursday 28th September - Jo

Friday 29th September - Jo & Zoe Seiffert

Julie Henschke & Jo Fitzgerald

Camp Australia OSHC
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Volunteering at St Johns

St John the Baptist School provides a safe environment for all while valuing the partnership between school and home.

As a Catholic community, we welcome and value volunteers. To be able to volunteer, and/or attend at other times throughout the school

year, we ask that you hold a current Catholic Police Check (parents/caregivers attending excursions, reading in class, helping in class,

attending community events), a current Responding to Risks of Harm, Abuse and Neglect in Education and Care for Volunteers

certificate, have completed the volunteers application package and your COVID vaccination certificate.

A Catholic Police Check for volunteers is free for our current parents and caregivers. Application Forms are available in our school office.

This process ensures we maintain a child safe environment. To avoid disappointment, we encourage you to apply for a Catholic Police

Check through the school office as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the school office on 8218 3300 or email Francis Schulz on

fschulz@stjohnpl.catholic.edu.au .

 

Community News

14 / 27



Plympton Parish

Catholic School Parents Evening - Responding to Friendship Difficulties and
Bullying with Madhavi Nawana Parker
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Tram Separation Project

Tram Grade Separation Projects
 

Marion Road and Cross Road Level Crossing
 

The Australian and South Australian governments have jointly (50:50) funded $400 million to remove the two-level crossings

where the Glenelg tram line crosses Marion and Cross Roads, Plympton. These works form part of the Tram Grade Separation

Projects.

 

Removing these level crossings will ease congestion, improve safety, and create new public spaces under the tram overpass. 

 

Intersection Upgrades

As part of the project the intersections at Marion Road and Cross Road and Marion Road and Anzac Highway will be upgraded to further

relieve congestion and improve safety.

 

The Marion Road and Anzac Highway intersection upgrade includes:

installation of two dedicated right turn lanes from Marion Road onto Anzac Highway;

two dedicated signalised left turn lanes from Anzac Highway onto Marion Road;

new and upgraded traffic signals, LED road lighting, line marking and drainage; and

new asphalt, kerbing and gutters.

The Marion Road and Anzac Highway intersection upgrade concept can be viewed via the image gallery.

 

The Marion Road and Cross Road intersection upgrade includes:

installation of a new dedicated left turn lane from Marion Road onto Cross Road;

installation of new dedicated left turn lane from Cross Road onto Marion Road;

new and upgraded traffic signals, LED road lighting, line marking and drainage; and

new asphalt, kerbing and gutters.

The Marion Road and Cross Road intersection upgrade concept can be viewed via the image gallery.

 

Community engagement

Community engagement is an important part of the planning, design and delivery stages of the project.

 

In April 2023 we released concept images for the new overpass and sought input from the community to help inform the key urban

design elements.

 

Thank you to all members of the community who attended the sessions, provided feedback via phone and email or completed the online

survey.

 

Further information on what we heard during the consultation is available via the latest project update.
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Community engagement will continue to play an important role throughout the project particularly as we work through the urban design

elements of the overpass.

 

Community Placemaking Reference Group

As the project progresses into the detailed design phase, we will form a Community Placemaking Reference Group (CPRG). This will be

an opportunity for community representatives to provide input directly to the project team specifically on urban design elements.

 

The CPRG is an important tool that will help facilitate information sharing with the local community and will assist us with better

understanding local concerns and opportunities regarding the urban design.

 

To express your interest in joining the CPRG please visit the Project Website. Expressions of interest close 22 September 2023.

 

 

More Information

To find out more about the project, and to register for future email updates, please contact the project team: 

visit: dit.sa.gov.au/TGSP 

email: DIT.TGSP@sa.gov.au 

call: 1300 794 880 

post: GPO Box 1533, Adelaide SA 5001

Kind regards

 

Tram Grade Separation Project
Team
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mailto:DIT.TGSP@sa.gov.au
tel:1300794880


Volleyball SA School Holiday Clinics
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Volleyball SA is happy to announce that nominations for October School Holidays Clinics are now open! All details are available on

our website.

The sessions cater to kids of all ages and skill levels, i.e. everyone is encouraged to come along!

Following are the available clinics:

Week 1:

Day Location Date

Tuesday Lights 3 Oct

Wednesday Lofty 4 Oct

Thursday Brighton 5 Oct

Week 2:

Friday Brighton 13 Oct

These clinics are offered in 3-hour sessions, with two run on each day! The nomination fee for this is $50.

The morning 9am-12pm session is for Ages 11-18, while 12:30-3:30pm is for Ages 5-11.

Registrations are easily processed on our website, but for any enquiries please contact 8363 1265 or email us at

madeeha.s@volleyballsa.com.au.

Vacswim SA

VACSWIM enrolments have officially opened to the general public. This is your chance to equip your child with essential water safety

skills while riding the waves of fun this summer. Our program isn't just about swimming – it's about building confidence, making waves

with new friends, and creating sea-worthy memories.

Don't just dip your toes in, plunge into this season – enrol in VACSWIM now and make this summer one for the books!   Please enrol

here.
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Angels Come and Try Baseball
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Junior Pre Season
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Hamra Library Activities

Hamra Library currently offer the following drop-in activities:

A monthly writers' group (4:30-5:30pm every second Wednesday of the month)

A monthly book club with no set text, just a place to come and talk about books! (4:30-5:30pm last Wednesday of every month)

Homework club for all-ages study assistance every Monday during term, 4pm-6pm.

24/7 access to Studiosity for additional support if they have a West Torrens library card!

The Australian Refugee Association offers homework support to students from refugee backgrounds who have been in Australia

for 5 years or less every Thursday of term - 4pm-6pm

Lego Club (every 2  Monday during term time, 3:30-5pm)

"Sign Squad" for 12-25 year olds to learn Auslan from a Deaf tutor (Friday 5-6pm in weeks 1, 4, and 8 of each term)

None of these activities require bookings but further information is available via the Hamra Library website on the Activities and Events

webpage:

https://www.westtorrens.sa.gov.au/Hamra-Centre-Library/Activities-and-event

 

nd
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Disclaimer
The links and information that are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only.  They do not constitute an

endorsement or an approval by St John the Baptist Catholic School of any of the products, services or opinions of the corporation or

organisation or individual.  St John the Baptist Catholic School bears no responsibility for the accuracy legality or contact of the external

site or for that of subsequent links.  Contact the external site for answers to questions regarding its content.

Birthdays

Congratulations to those who celebrate their birthday in the next two weeks.

September Birthdays

15th September - Vihann N (1M) 

16th September - Tamika T (2T) & Orlando M (REC DC)

17th September - Cash H (6GR), Frankie E (3BM), Ethan L (3J) & Bowie C (REC B)
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18th September - Arihia M (6C)

19th September - Madeleine H (5HB)

22nd September - Charlotte A (3J)

23rd September - Albie C (2T)

24th September - Armaan S (5HB) & Isabella L (REC K)

25th September - Willa G (2S)

26th September - Ellie T (3BM) & Liaden H (REC K)

27th September - Isabelle H (3BM), Abby S (3BM) & Evie L (REC DC)

 

 

School Uniform

Our uniform is available for purchase from Brandmode, 83 Glen Osmond Road, Eastwood.  Ph - (08) 8357 0022

To purchase uniform online please click here.

To book an appointment please click here.

For further information on our Uniform Guidelines, please click here.

Instrumental Tutors
We currently offer the following instrumental tutoring:

Piano

(currently a waitlist)

Tutor - Christine Davies

Ph: 0403 546 091

Email - christineonpiano@gmail.com 

Guitar

Tutor - Dido Durmanovic

Ph: 0407 719 836

Email: didodurmanovic@hotmail.com

Drums

25 / 27

https://www.brandmode.com.au/shop-online-c-17/
https://www.brandmode.com.au/appointments-ezp-26.html
https://www.stjohnpl.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/uniform
mailto:christineonpiano@gmail.com
mailto:didodurmanovic@hotmail.com


Tutor - Shaun Doddy

Ph: 0417 806 993

Email: shaundoddy@rocketmail.com

 

 

Acknowledgement

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands on which we live, learn and work.

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual connection and relationship of Aboriginal peoples to this country and commit

to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.

Artwork - Unknown artist

Camp Australia

To make a Your OSHC booking, you need to register with Camp Australia first.
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Registration is free and can be done online, or with our smartphone app.

www.campaustralia.com.au 

Southern Cross Newsletter

Click here to read the latest news from the Southern Cross News.

All Content Copyright 2023 ©
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